THE WILL
taken by the Government, in the name of the Swedish State, the
community, the Swedish Academy, the Academy of Sciences, and
the Karolinska Institute. The Norwegian Storthing also arranged
for a special registration.
The question of competence in Sweden was decided by a friendly
action brought by one of Nobel's heirs against another, the execu-
tors intervening as an interested party with the demand that
Karlskoga (Bofors) should be recognised as the Court competent to
deal with matters affecting the Will. This claim was admitted and
recognised by the courts.
It was by no means settled, however, that foreign Courts, espec-
ially the French, would come to the same conclusion on the problem
of competence. Indeed it seemed probable that if the matter
should come to be more closely investigated, as for instance any
dispute regarding the validity of the Will, the French authorities
would put forward the view that, through his long residence in
France-and his acquisition of an estate in Paris, Alfred Nobel had
acquired a French domicile, ''domicile de fait." The primary
result of such a conclusion would have been that estate duty would
have been payable in France in respect of the whole property,
Another consequence would have been that the French Courts
might have regarded themselves the competent authority to decide
the validity of the Will; and in view of its legal blemishes, especially
from the point of French law, the whole Will might in that case
have been declared invalid.
The executors had called in as their first legal adviser, especially
for the negotiations with the institutions upon whom the duty of
awarding prizes would devolve, Carl Lindhagen, who was then a
justice in the Court of Appeal and is now a burgomaster. Pro-
minent lawyers of various countries were also asked to advise on
judicial questions, in Sweden, Judge H. Santesson, in France,
Monsieur Waldeck-Rousseau and Mattre P, Coulet, in England and
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